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PURPOSE

To encourage the sport of drafting or driving with dogs of any breed, mixed or pure by offering a standard of testing while demonstrating sportsmanship among the teams.

GUIDELINES
The Constitution and By-laws of the New England Drafting & Driving Club, Inc. (herein referred to as NEDDC) shall apply to all persons and dogs except as these Draft Test Regulations otherwise stipulate. It is the responsibility of each handler to be familiar with these materials prior to the Draft Test.

 

CHAPTER 1

Holding a Draft Test

Section 1 – Application

a. Using NEDDC Regulations - Clubs, other than NEDDC, wishing to use NEDDC Draft Test Regulations shall obtain written permission from the NEDDC.

b. Applying to hold a Draft Test – Other Clubs, wishing to hold a Draft Test using NEDDC Draft Test Regulations shall apply in writing, at least two (2) months prior to the date of the proposed Draft Test. NEDDC will advise of its approval or rejection with in ten (10) days of receipt of the complete application.

c. Application Form – Other Clubs wishing to hold Draft Tests using NEDDC Draft Test Regulations shall obtain application forms from NEDDC. NEDDC shall record the application information for each Draft Test held. The application shall contain the following information:

1. New England Drafting & Driving Club, Inc. or the name of the club wishing to hold the test. 

2. Date of proposed Draft Test.

3. Site of proposed Draft Test.

4. Total entry limit for Draft Test and entry limits for each class.

5. Name, address, phone number and email address for the Draft Test Chairperson, Draft Test Secretary and other Draft Test Committee members

6. Name, address, phone number and email address of the two (2) judges.

7. A detailed sketch of the proposed Obstacle Course and a description or sketch of the Freight Haul Course including type of terrain.

8. A statement ensuring that all NEDDC Draft Test Regulations will be available and followed

d. Along with a statement ensuring all equipment and sufficient personnel will be available at the Draft Test.

9. The application and a $35 check made payable to NEDDC shall be mailed to the NEDDC Treasurer. 

10. Signatures of the Draft Test Chairperson and Draft Test Secretary.

d. Forms - The following forms are available from NEDDC. The forms shall be completed and submitted to NEDDC no later than ten (10) days following completion of the Draft Test:

1. Draft Test Entry Form shall include entrant data, breed of dog, weight of dog (if applicable) type of draft rig, measurement of draft rig and description of weight being used for Freight Haul (if applicable).

2. Judges Worksheet- shall contain individual judges’ notations on the performance of each team for each phase of testing.

3. Judges Draft Test Report- A joint report indicating pass/fail in each phase of testing which shall be signed by both Judges and the Draft Test Secretary on the day of the Draft Test.

4. Apprentice Judge Evaluations- If applicable, any apprentice judge evaluations, signed by both officiating judges. 

5. Draft Test Secretary’s Report- Shall summarize the entire test results by containing copies of all Draft Test Entry Forms, Judges Worksheets, Judges Draft Test Report and any Apprentice Judge Evaluation Forms if applicable.

Section 2 - Draft Test Committee and Duties

Draft Test Committee- The Draft Test Committee shall be comprised of three (3) members, who shall designate a Draft Chairperson and Draft Test Secretary. All shall be members in good standing with NEDDC. The Draft Test Committee shall represent NEDDC in the enforcement of Draft Test Regulations and NEDDC rules. 

a. Premium List - The Draft Test Committee shall produce a premium list, either electronically or printed, which shall be forwarded to any person interested in entering a dog(s) in the Draft Test. This premium list shall include the following information:

1. The statement: “New England Drafting & Driving Club, Inc. Draft Test.”

2. A list of NEDDC officers and board members.

3. A list of the Draft Test Committee members, including contact information for the Draft Test Chairperson and Draft Test Secretary.

4. Date, Time, Location, and directions to the Draft Test site.

5. A listing of classes being offered the limit in each class, and the statement that “ Any class limit is not reached the other classes will be expanded by that number.”

6. Names and addresses for Judges.

7. List of any awards or prizes (if applicable) being presented, including sponsorship, if any.

8. Closing date, time followed by the statement “after which time entries cannot be accepted.”

9. The statement “Entry limited to 15 teams; alternates received by the closing date will be accepted. All entries will be accepted in the order in which they are received. No preferential treatment shall be shown to any breed or mixed breed entering this Draft Test. No post entries will be accepted.”

10. Entry form shall include a place to indicate dog’s weight (if applicable) and type and amount of Freight Haul weight.

11. The statement, “Handlers must provide their own freight load weight. The use of food as freight weight will not be allowed.”

10. Include information showing how an entrant can obtain a copy of NEDDC Draft Test Regulations. 

11. The statement; “Entrants are responsible for obtaining NEDDC Draft Test Regulations and being familiar with them.”

12. An AKC style entry form which contains the statement: "I (we) acknowledge that the NEDDC Draft Test Regulations have been made available to me (us), that I am (we are) familiar with their contents and that I (we) agree to abide by these Regulation at this Draft Test. 

I (we) waive any and all claims, causes of action, I (we) might otherwise have against the New England Drafting & Driving Club, Inc. and any approved NEDDC judge, judging at this test under NEDDC Draft Test Regulations. I (we) agree that the club holding this draft test has the right to refuse the entry for cause, which the club shall deem to be sufficient. In consideration of the acceptance of this entry and of the holding of the draft test and of the opportunity to have the dog judged and to win prize money, ribbons, or trophies, I (we) agree to hold this club, its members, directors, governors, officers, agents, superintendents or draft test secretary and the owner or lessor of the premises and any employees of the aforementioned parties, harmless from any claim for loss or injury which may be alleged to have been caused directly or indirectly to any person or thing by the act of the this dog while in or upon the draft test premises or grounds or near any entrance thereto, and I (we) personally assume all responsibility and liability for any such claim; and I (we) further agree to hold the aforementioned parties harmless from any claim for loss of this dog by disappearance, theft, death, or otherwise, and from any claim for damage or injury to the dog, whether such loss, disappearance, theft, damage or injury, be caused or alleged to be caused by the negligence of the club or any of the parties aforementioned, or by the negligence of any other person, or any other cause or causes.

I (we) hereby assume the sole responsibility for an agree to indemnify and save the aforementioned parties harmless from any and all loss and expense (including legal fees) by reason of the liability imposed by law upon any of the aforementioned parties for damage because of the bodily injuries, including death at any time resulting there from, sustained by any person or person, including myself (ourselves), or on account of damage to property, arising out of or in consequence of my (our) participation in the draft test, howsoever such injuries , death or damage to property may be caused, and whether or not the same may have been caused or may be alleged to have been caused by negligence of the aforementioned parties or any of their employees or agents, or any other persons.”

13. A place for an entrant’s signature and date.

14. The statement, “Draft Test committee members may enter the Draft Test with their dogs handled by other family members.”

b. Plotting Freight Haul Course -The Draft Test Committee is required to plot the course for the half-mile Freight Haul. No one entered in the Draft Test may assist with plotting the Freight Haul Course. Information on the freight haul course may be forwarded to judges for their comments. Judges may make any changes they deem applicable prior to the beginning of the Draft Test.

c. Equipment-the following equipment is required to hold an NEDDC Draft Test:

1. NEDDC Draft Test Rules & Regulations and NEDDC Constitution and By-Laws.

2. A diagram or sketch of the Obstacle Course either posted or provided to individual test entrants.

3. Supplies such as ring gates, fencing, rope, stakes or flags, necessary to define a ring 100 x 100-foot minimum for the combination Obstacle Course and Obedience Ring.

4. A means of marking turns, circles serpentine or figure-8.

5. A movable object or gate.

6. Supplies necessary to denote a narrows that can be adjusted for widths of various size draft rigs.

7. An object to be used as a load such as a blanket or bag.

8. Tape measure for measuring draft rigs and folding ruler or other means to measure backing distance.

9. A scale to weigh the weights provided by entrants.

10. A means to mark the Freight Haul Course such as colored tape or small flags.

11. Armbands and corresponding draft rig numbers, coordinated to catalog number, if applicable.

12. A stopwatch.

13. One visual and one audio distraction.

14. Holding area near the entrance to Obstacle Course Ring for draft rigs and equipment. Draft rigs and equipment shall remain in this area for the duration of the Draft Test unless being in used for testing. 

17. Catalog or print out listing all entrants class entered, dog’s name, breed of dog, age of dog, freight weight for Open and Driving Excellence and type of rig to be use

18. Marker board to silently inform entrants and spectators of a team's passing or failing for each testing phase.

d. Stewards and Assistants- A sufficient number of stewards and assistants as the Draft Test Committee and/or judges deem necessary. All stewards and assistants shall follow all directions given to them by the judges.

e. Prizes- shall be offered at the discretion of the NEDDC.

f. Entry Limit-The Draft Test Committee may set a limit to the number of entries in any given class. Novice Draft, Open Draft, Driving Excellent, and Driving Sulky classes must be offered at each test. Brace entries for each class may be offered at the discretion of the NEDDC. All entries received by the closing date will be accepted. If the total entry number of 15 has been exceeded, alternates will be accepted in the order in which they were received. If chosen as an alternate, an entrant may attend the test in case of last minute cancellations.

Handlers of dogs not able to attend the Draft Test must notify NEDDC as soon as possible so alternates can be notified. Any class that does not fill shall assign those slots to another class to maximize the entry number.

g. Veterinarian- A veterinarian should either be in attendance during the test or with in a short driving distance from the test site. If in attendance, the veterinarian should offer his/her opinion on the condition of the dogs during the test and any dog(s) he/she recommends to be excused from the Draft Test. If possible, the veterinarian should walk the freight haul with the judges. The test committee should ensure that dogs are subjected to minimum hazards while being tested and are urged to ensure dog and handler safety at all times.

h. Jurisdiction- Matters not pertaining to judging shall be resolved by the Draft Test Committee by referring to these regulations. Any unusual situations and the resulting resolutions must be reported in the Draft Test Secretary’s Report. Violations of Draft Test Regulations should refer to Chapter 1 Section 5 – Discipline.

i. Changes to test: Changes to judging assignments or Draft Test site shall be brought to the attention of the Draft Test Committee as soon as possible. In the event a judge is not able to complete his/her assignment the Draft Test Committee shall select a substitute as soon as possible. Any change affecting the Draft Test site shall be made known to the Draft Test Chairperson and approved by same as soon as possible. Full explanations for any of the above changes shall be provided at the time of the changes. The Draft Committee Chairperson shall than notify the rest of the Draft Committee. 

If any of these changes occur after the closing date for the test, all entrants shall be notified of said changes.

Section 3 - Draft Test Secretary Duties

a. Receipt of Entry Forms - The Draft Test Secretary shall receive all Draft Test entries. Within seven (7) days after the closing date of the Draft Test entry, the Draft Test Secretary shall mail to each entrant a Draft Test Conformation Letter informing the entrant of the status of their entry, re-confirming the Draft Test site, date, times, names of judges, and any changes. 

b. Draft Test Secretary shall have on site -The Test Secretary shall also ensure the following is available at the Draft Test: 

1. NEDDC Constitution and By-Laws.

2. NEDDC Draft Test Regulations and any amendments.

3. Completed entry forms for each entrant.

4. Judges Worksheets.

5. Judges Draft Test Report.

6. Apprentice Evaluations Forms (if applicable).

7. Catalogs including at least two extra copies. 

8. Detailed sketch of the Obstacle Course.

c. Completed Forms - It is the Draft Test Secretary’s duty to return all complete forms listed in Section 3b above along with: 

1.Any report of any violations, or infractions during the test

2. A report on any dogs that advanced in class prior to beginning of test and supporting documentation for such advance.

Section 4. Alteration to these Regulations

The NEDDC Board shall approve any alterations, deletions or additions to these Regulations.

Section 5. Discipline

Anyone entered in a NEDDC Draft Test and violating these Draft Test regulations may be disciplined. This may include, but not be limited to, a reprimand, forfeit of entry fee and of any titles earned and withholding of test privileges. NEDDC’s decision is final as well as the reasons for rendering that decision.

 

CHAPTER 2

Judges 

Section 1 – Who may Judge

a. Qualified Judges - Two judges in good standing with New England Drafting & Driving Club, Inc., Bernese Mountain Dog Club of America, Inc., Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of America, Inc., American Rottweiler Club, Inc., Newfoundland Club America, Inc., St. Bernard Club of America, Inc., Collie Club of America, Inc., or Mastiff Club of America, Inc. may judge at a NEDDC Draft Test. Judges must be familiar with NEDDC Draft Test Regulations. NEDDC will maintain a list of qualified judges, which shall be available upon request. Judges from clubs, other than NEDDC, may request to be included in the NEDDC list of qualified judges. Requests shall be forwarded to NEDDC along with the applicant’s qualifications.

b. Qualifications to become a NEDDC judge:

1. Any member in good standing with NEDDC wishing to become a judge shall submit an application to NEDDC for approval. The application shall include the applicant’s level of drafting experience, obedience work, and experience holding clinics or workshops along with any experience stewarding at Draft Tests. The applicant must also be familiar with the NEDDC Draft Test Regulations.

2. Applicant must have earned at least one drafting or driving title.

3. Applicant must have apprentice judged at two separate tests, under at least three different judges, and obtained a signed statement from the judges regarding applicant’s performance.

c. Judge’s Conduct - Judges shall conduct themselves in an appropriate a manner whether judging, exhibiting, stewarding, assisting or spectating at an NEDDC Draft Test.

Section 2 - Judge’s Arrival and Ring Procedure Explanation

a. Judges Arrival- NEDDC recommends that judges arrive at least one (1) hour prior to the scheduled start of the Draft Test to permit check of draft gear, Freight Haul weights, course and the Obstacle Course layout.

b. Explaining Ring Procedure- Prior to the start of judging, the judges shall explain what they expect in the ring for obedience and Obstacle Course exercises. The Freight Haul course shall be walked by all stewards and judges. Entrants may, at their discretion, choose not to walk the course. No dogs shall be permitted on any of the above courses prior to testing.

Section 3 - Altering of these rules by Judges

Judges are not permitted to alter these rules but it may be required to adapt them to conform to the conditions at the Draft Test site. Judges shall use common sense when adapting the Regulations for natural terrain or hazards that may exist. Judges are expected to walk the freight haul with dogs and handlers for Novice, Open and Drafting Excellent exercises. It is understood that judges may not be able to do so for Driving Sulky exercises and shall use their discretion and available stewards to best observe the dog and handler’s performance during such exercises. No portion of these rules shall be deleted or changed nor any additional maneuvers added.

Section 4 -  Judging Guidelines

a. Scoring- Judging will be on a pass/fail basis.

b. Excusing a dog- Judges shall excuse any dog that attempts to attack any person in the ring. Any dog that attacks another dog or appears to be dangerous to other dogs must be excused. Any dog that, in the opinion of the judges, appears to be lame or appears to be pulling a weight in excess of its ability must be excused. If the equipment or rig is inadequate, faulty or breaks, the team must be excused. Any handler intentionally interfering with another team or abusing his dog, in or out of the ring, shall be excused, and may be subject to disciplinary action. The Judge’s Report shall be marked “excused” and the reason noted.

c. Dog’s Misbehavior- A display of fear, nervousness, or uncontrolled behavior by the dog such as snapping, barking or running from its handler, whether before, during, between or after the exercises, must be penalized. Depending upon the seriousness of such misbehavior, the judge may expel or excuse the dog from any further competition. Fouling the ring or on the Freight Haul shall constitute a failing mark.

d. Judges’ Decision - Judges shall evaluate the team being tested. Both judges shall reach a mutual decision of whether the team has performed a passing or failing performance. Judges’ decision shall be final and they may withhold any or all titles at their discretion.

e. Evaluation of a Teams Performance- Judges shall look for a dog’s willingness, ability, enthusiasm, teamwork, and a smooth performance. Each exercise, obedience, Obstacle Course and Freight Haul shall be judged on a pass/fail basis. Each handler shall receive an evaluation from both judges of the team's performance in each exercise. Judges are encouraged to discuss evaluations with the exhibitors.

f. Reports- Judges shall complete a Judge’s Worksheet on the performance of each team. Judges shall also complete and sign the Draft Test Report and return both forms to the Draft Test Secretary. 

g. Group Exercises- The maximum number of teams to be judged together in a group exercise is eight (8) Novice teams, five (5) Open teams, and four (4) for the remaining classes and all brace classes. Only Novice and Novice Brace teams or Open and Open Brace teams may tested together.

h. Problems- Any situations with regard to judging that are not clearly defined by these Draft Test Regulations shall be resolved by the NEDDC Board.

 

CHAPTER 3

Handler’s Responsibilities & Entry Requirements

Section 1 - Handler’s Responsibilities

a. Preparedness – Handlers and their dogs are required to be present, with all their equipment for the scheduled Equipment Check and Freight Haul check. Failure to attend required check-ins will result in forfeiture of entry and possible replacement with an alternate team. Judges shall not be required to wait for any handler or dog.

b. Multiple Commands and Praise- Use of multiple commands is permissible except where specified elsewhere in these rules. Use of verbal praise is permissible and encourage

d. Handlers may praise their dogs verbally between exercises but are cautioned about excessive physical praise that might result in a failure.

c. Use of Bait and Toys- Handlers are not permitted to carry any bait, food or toys during any portion of the test exercises.

d. Multiple Handlers - Dogs shall be handled by only one person for the entire test. If a handler has two or more entries, where the entries may be required to be in the ring at the same time for the group exercises, in which case judges and ring stewards shall be notified and an alternate handler can stand in for the group exercise.

e. Control of your dog outside the ring- All dogs shall be under control of handlers while outside the ring, either on lead or crate

f. Training on the Draft Test Grounds - Handlers shall not train dogs on the grounds of the Draft Test. Dogs and draft rigs may be used to aid in the unloading or loading of vehicles, as this is a practical draft application and not to be considered training.

g. Team warm-ups -Teams may use the area adjacent to the competition area for warm-ups for a period of approximately 5 minutes, prior to the ring exercises. Dogs must be on a leash, and not hitched to the draft rig. Dogs may be hitched to rigs for warm-ups for a period of approximately 5 minutes prior to the group exercises, and for the freight haul, to determine the draft rig is properly balance

h. Risk- All handlers enter the Draft Test at his/her own risk and agree to abide by these Draft Test Regulations.

Section 2 - Equipment

a. Handler’s Requirements - Handlers are required to provide their own draft rig, harnesses, freight haul weight, tie-downs or other securing devices for securing a load on their draft rig for the Freight Haul and for the Loading and Unloading exercise. The same rigs must be used for the entire test. Handlers are responsible for the condition of the equipment. If judges deem the equipment is faulty or not adequate for the test they may excuse a team from competition. Practical Draft work shall be performed with an empty rig excepted as specified.

b. Type of Draft Rigs- Any of the following draft rigs may be used: dorsal-hitch sulky (Mini), sulky, cart, wagon, sled, toboggan or travois. Each of these must be equipped such that the draft rig cannot run up on the dog when hauling downhill. All brace hitching must be one dog beside the other coupled or uncoupled.

c. Collars, Leads, Driving Collars, Head Halters and Reins- Dogs must wear well-fitting plain buckle or slip/choke collars. Prong collars will not be allowed.

d. Leashes must be of fabric or leather and need be only of sufficient length to provide adequate slack. In Brace exercises the dogs may be individually leashed or coupled with a single leash. In driving exercises, reins must be of fabric or leather and may be individual - team or dogs may be coupled with a single set of reins. Driving collars must be well-fitted plain buckle with rein attachment rings on each side or slip/choke collars with rein attachment rings on each side. Head halters may also be worn for driving classes.

Section 3 - Entry Requirements

a. Eligibility-The Draft Test is open to all dogs, pure bred or mixed with interest in drafting or driving.

b. Definitions- The term "dog" applies to dogs of both sexes as well as individual dogs and both dogs of a brace. The term "brace" means a handler and two dogs. The term "team" means a handler and one or two dogs. The term “sulky” refers to rigs of two-wheel, two-shaft or “dorsal-hitch” sulky (also known as “Mini”.)

c. Bitches in Season- Bitches in season are not permitted to compete. Entry fees already paid shall be refunded upon receipt of a veterinary certificate stating an entered bitch is in season at the time of the Draft Test.

d. Eligible Age - The Draft Test may be entered by dogs at least eighteen (18) months old or older on day of Draft Test if entered in Novice and at least two years old or older on the day of the Draft Test for all other classes.

e. Braces - The two dogs of a brace need not be owned by the same person or by the handler. A separate entry form shall be filled out for each dog of the brace and then submitted together. 

f. Excluded Dogs- No dog belonging wholly or in part to the Draft Test Judges or to any member of their immediate family may enter in any Draft Test at which they officiate or are scheduled to officiate. Dogs owned wholly or in part by the Draft Test Secretary may compete if handled by someone other than Draft Test Secretary. 

g. Withdrawal for Medical Reasons- A handler may withdraw a dog from a Draft Test for medical reasons. Entry fees already paid shall be refunded upon receipt of a signed veterinary certificate stating the reason for the medical withdrawal.

CHAPTER 4

Test Site 

a. Obedience and Obstacle Course Ring- The obedience portion of this test may be held in a separate ring if room permits. The separate Obedience Ring should be 40 x 50 feet but it must be a minimum of 30 x 40 feet. Or the Obedience exercises may be performed within the ring to be used for Obstacle Course. This ring shall be located on terrain that should be a flat as possible as clearly marked with an entrance of at least 6 feet in width. The maneuvering ring shall measure at least 100 x 100 feet and be marked with stakes and ropes or ring gates. Only members of the Draft Test Committee, Judges and Stewards shall have unlimited access to this area. Handlers and dogs are permitted in the area only when they are called for testing. Spectators or dogs are not allowed in this area at any time.

b. Dogs not entered in the Draft Test- Any dogs not entered in the test must be crated or leashed at all times and in NO way interfere with the performance of the entrants.

CHAPTER 5

Equipment and Freight Haul

Section 1 - Equipment Check

All equipment to be used in the test shall be checked by the judges before the test commences. This includes harnesses, traces, rigs, weights, collars, leads, halters and reins. A specific time shall be allocated for this equipment check. At this time pertinent information on type of rig, width of rig or dog team, whichever is widest, shall be recorded on the Judge’s Worksheet for ease of reference during the test. Collars, halters and reins shall be in accordance with Chapter 3, Section 2 (c). Once equipment has been checked by the judges, no further substitutions or alterations may be made without express permission of a judge.

Section 2 - Freight Haul

a. Weight Verification -Verification of weight for the Freight Haul shall be during the equipment check-in as per Section 1 above. At least one judge shall supervise such verification, which may be conducted by test committee members, stewards or judges.

b. Weight Type – Weights can be any sealed container such as bags of gravel, fertilizer, sand, etc. or gym style weights where the weight is clearly stamped or marked. Bags of food will not be allowed. The weight of the rig is not to be included in the weight required for the freight haul. 

Novice – Each dog shall pull a minimum of twenty (20) pounds.

Brace Novice – Teams shall pull a minimum of forty (40) pounds.

Open and Driving Excellent – Each dog must pull a weight rounded down to the nearest ten (10) pounds per the chart below. Dogs weighing exact multiple of ten (10) pound shall pull that exact weight.

Brace Open and Brace Driving Excellent – Teams shall pull the total of what each dog would be required to haul in Open. For example, a 99-lbs. dog and a 111-lbs. dog would be required to haul 200 lbs. not 210 lbs.

Driving Sulky & Brace Driving Sulky-Will not be required to carrying any additional weight above the weight of the driver.

Dog’s Weight  (lbs.)


Freight Load (lbs.)

20 - 29 




20 

30 - 39 




30

40 - 49 




40

50 - 59 




50

60 - 69 




60

70 - 79 




70

80 - 89 




80

90 - 99 




90

100 - 109 




100

100 - 119 




110

120 - 129 




120

130 - 139 




130

140 - 149 




140

150 - 159 




150

160 - 169 




160

170 - 179 




170

180 - 189 




180

190 - 199 




190

200 – 209




200

210 - 219 




210

220 - 229 




220

230 - 239 




230

All freight weights should be verified on a scale. The freight weight and a description of the cargo should be recorded on the Judge’s Worksheet for easy reference during the Draft Test. After the freight weight check no alterations or substitutions may be made to the cargo without the approval of a judge.

Section 3 - Move-up in Class

A team may be advanced to another class after the closing date if the following conditions are met: 

1. A dog may move up from one individual class to another, e.g. from Novice to Open, or Driving Excellent to Driving Sulky if that dog has earned a title in the lower class. Dogs may move up from one brace class to another, e.g. Brace Novice to Brace Open, but not between individual or brace classes, if both dogs have earned a title in the lower class. 

2. The test Secretary is to be notified about the intention to move up a class no later than 30 minutes prior to the equipment check in. The test secretary will mark, sign and date the handler’s catalog as well as original entry application. 

3. Move-ups may affect the limit of dogs in a given class but not the total teams entered. 

 

CHAPTER 6

Scoring 

a. Scoring- Scoring is done on a pass/fail basis for each exercise. A dog must pass all the exercises in a class at one test to qualify and earn a title.

b. Other Considerations- The main testing criteria is the dog’s ability to demonstrate his willingness to perform a standard set of exercises and maneuvers as might be encountered in an ordinary day. Dogs are to be judged on their willingness and how smoothly they perform the tasks assigned. A dog that shows their willingness and performs the task within a reasonable time without any physical assistance should be scored as passed. A dog that exhibits fear of a severe correction, while performing correctly, shall be scored as failing.

c. Qualifying and Non-Qualifying Performances- Judges may mark entrants with a failing performance anytime during the test. Failures common to ALL exercises are:

1. Dog is not under the handler’s control.

2. A handler yells at his dog frequently to maintain control.

3. A handler abuses his dog or fails to show consideration for the dog’s welfare.

4. The dog upsets the rig.

5. Driver falls off rig during driving exercises.

6. A dog urinates or defecates while being tested.

7. A handler violates specific test site regulations.

 

CHAPTER 7

Draft Titles

The following are the titles offered by the NEDDC:

a. Novice Draft Dog: Each dog with a passing performance in Novice Draft shall earn the title Novice Draft Dog (NDD).

b. Draft Dog: Each dog with a passing performance in Open Draft shall earn the title Draft Dog (DD).

c. Draft Dog Excellent: Each dog with a passing performance in Driving Excellent shall earn the title Draft Dog Excellent (DDx).

d. Draft Dog Sulky: Each dog with a passing performance in Driving Sulky shall earn the title Draft Dog Sulky (DDs).

e. Brace Novice Draft Dog: Each dog of a brace with a passing performance in Brace Novice Draft shall earn the title Brace Novice Draft Dog (BNDD).

f. Brace Draft Dog: Each dog of a brace with a passing performance in Brace Open Draft shall earn the title Brace Draft Dog (BDD).

g. Brace Draft Dog Excellent: Each dog of a brace with a passing performance in Brace Driving Excellent shall earn the title Brace Draft Dog Excellent (BDDx).

h. Brace Draft Dog Sulky: Each dog of a brace with a passing performance in Brace Driving Sulky shall earn the title Brace Draft Dog Sulky (BDDs).

i. Certificates: NEDDC Draft title certificates will be mailed to the owners of dogs with passing scores from both judges.

j. Recognition of other titles: For the purpose of class entry, NEDDC will recognize Novice Draft Dog (NDD), Draft Dog (DD), Brace Novice Draft Dog (BNDD) or Brace Draft Dog (BDD) draft titles from the following clubs: Bernese Mountain Dog Club of America, the Mastiff Club of America and Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of America. The NEDDC will recognize the Open draft titles of the Newfoundland Club of America and St. Bernard Club of America. The NEDDC will recognize Carting Started (CS) or Carting Intermediate (CI) title from the American Rottweiler Club, and the Carting Dog (CRT) title form the Collie Club of America as a NDD. The NEDDC will recognize the Carting Excellent (CX) title from the American Rottweiler Club and the Carting Dog Excellent (CRTX) title from the Collie Club of America as Draft Dog Excellent (DDx). 

 

CHAPTER 8

Definitions

a. Stay – the dog is to remain in the position (sit, stand or down) and location as directed by the handler. Some minor movement is permitted, such as adjusting footing or rolling to opposite hip. Changing position, i.e. from a sit to a down, or a down to a sit shall be marked as failing. Handlers may use any command they wish. A combination of voice and hand signal, when used as ONE, is permitted. In portions of these rules the “Stay” command is a single command and may not be repeated.

b. Halt - On the judge’s command the handler must command the dog to stop. The dog should start to respond to the handler promptly and the dog and draft rig should stop within a short distance. "Halt" is the concept being judged, NOT the command. Handlers may use any commands they wish.

c. Physically Guide – Any action by the handler such as a tight lead or coming in contact with rig or dog by handler’s body, with the intent of controlling the dog or rig.

d. Hoover - Bending of the handler’s upper body directly over the dog.

e. Wait - The dog is to remain in the same location but may shift its feet or change position (such as sit, stand, down, hip roll, etc.). Handlers may use any command they wish.

f. Slack/Loose Lead - A slack or loose leash has a visible U or J shape between the dog and handler.

g. Leash/Rein Guidance - A leash shall remain slack at all times. A tight or taut leash is only the most extreme example of leash guidance, and if intentional, shall be penalized.

d. Judges shall use common sense in evaluating whether the dog would have responded if the leash had not been there. For driving tests reins should be held as nearly as possible, in a straight line from the dog(s) to driver’s hands, such as the height and position of the dog(s) allow, without having to exert unnecessary pressure on the dog(s). Rein guidance should be light and consistent, with dog showing compliance and responsiveness to subtle guidance from the driver. Judges shall use common sense in evaluating whether driver is using too much force, which shall be a failing score. 

 

CHAPTER 9

Classes

There shall be four classes for individual dogs – Novice, Open, Driving Excellent, and Driving Sulky.

a. Novice - The Novice class shall be for dogs that have not earned the Novice Draft Dog title (NDD) or have earned the Novice Draft Dog title (NDD) but have not earned the Draft Dog title (DD). All exercises except the Recall, Harness, Hitching, and Group Stay are performed on leash. No leash guidance is allowed. The leash must be visibly slack. Leash guidance or physically guiding the dog and/or draft rig, except as noted, will result in a failing performance. Dogs may be kept on leash when waiting in the ring before and after the Group Stay and when in the ring to receive awards.

b. Open - The Open class shall be for dogs that have earned either the Novice Draft Dog title (NDD) or the Draft Dog title (DD). All exercises are performed off leash. Physically guiding the dog and/or draft rig, except as noted, will result in a failing performance. Dogs may be kept on leash when waiting in the ring before the Group Stay and when in the ring to receive awards.

c. Driving Excellent-The Driving Excellent class shall be for dogs that have earned either the Draft Dog title (DD) or the Driving Dog Excellent title (DDx). All exercises are performed with reins from behind the axle, no further than two (2) feet from either side of rig. Rein guidance of the dog other than noted in Chapter 8 (g), will result in a failing performance. Dogs may be kept on leash or held by the reins when waiting in the ring before the Group Stay and when in the ring to receive awards. 

d. Driving Sulky- The Driving Sulky class shall be for dogs that have earned either the Driving Dog Excellent title (DDx) or the Driving Dog Sulky title (DDs). All exercises are performed with driver in sulky. Rein guidance of the dog other than noted in CHAPTER 8 (g), will result in a failing performance. Dogs may be kept on leash or held by the reins when waiting in the ring before the Group Stay and when in the ring to receive awards

There shall be four brace classes – Brace Novice Draft, Brace Open Draft, Brace Driving Excellent and Brace Driving Sulky.

e. Brace Novice Draft- Brace Novice Draft shall be for dogs that have individually earned either their Novice Draft Dog (NDD) or Draft Dog (DD) title and may have earned their Brace Novice Draft Dog (BNDD) title, but both may not have earned their Brace Draft Dog (BDD) title. All exercises are the same as those of Novice.

f. Brace Open Draft- Brace Open Draft shall be for dogs that have individually earned the Draft Dog (DD) title and the Brace Novice Draft Dog (BNDD) title. All exercises are the same as those of Open.

g. Brace Driving Excellent- Brace Driving Excellent shall be for dogs that have individually earned their Driving Dog Excellent (DDx). All exercises are the same as those of Driving Excellent.

h. Brace Driving Sulky- Brace Driving Sulky shall be for dogs that have individually earned the Driving Sulky (DDs) title, or for dogs which have individually earned Driving Dog Excellent titles but may be of insufficient size to individually earn a Driving Sulky title. Al exercises are the same as those of Driving Sulky.

 

CHAPTER 10

Draft Test Exercises

The parts of this exercise are Obedience, Harness and Hitch, Obstacle Course, and Freight Haul.

Section 1 -  Obedience

This portion of the test is to determine that the handler has control over his dog and that the dog is willing to work. Prior to being hitched to a rig the dog is to demonstrate its ability to respond to commands, to heel and come when called.

a. Heel- Novice - Before the start of this exercise the draft rig and harness will be brought into the ring and positioned by a steward. The dog enters the ring on leash.

Open, Driving Excellent and Driving Sulky: Draft rig and harness remain outside the ring near the ring entrance. The dog enters the ring off leash.

The dog is expected to remain within arms' length of the handler's side at all times during the heel. The handler may not physically guide the dog but may give multiple commands and encourage the dog to remain within arms' reach at all times. It is desirable, but not required, for the dog to sit by the handler's side at halts. One judge will call commands but both judges will score.

Judge's commands to the handler are as follows: 

Are you ready? forward, slow, fast, normal, right turn, left turn, about turn, halt, exercise finished.

Judges will determine the heeling pattern and order of their commands.

Failing performance:

1. No change of pace.

2. Dog does not heel within arms' reach of handler at all times.

3. Leash guidance or tight leash. 

4. Handler adapts to the pace of the dog. 

5. Handler touches or physically guides the dog.

6. Dog is considered unmanageable.

7. Dog leaves the ring.

b. Recall- The recall exercise is performed off leash and should be 30 to 50 feet in length. The dog must execute the sit/wait for the recall with a single command and/or signal. 

For this exercise it is recommended that the handler leaves the dog and proceeds to the area near the rig (for Novice) and near the harness and hitch area (for all other exercises). The handler then turns and faces the dog.

The handler calls the dog. The dog is expected to respond to the first recall command. Extra hand signals and verbal commands and praise are allowed only after the dog has begun to move. The dog is expected to come directly to the handler and stop near enough for the handler to touch. It is desirable, but not required, for the dog to sit upon reaching the handler.

Judge's commands to the handler are: 

Are you ready? leave your dog, call your dog, exercise finished.

Failing performance:

1. Dog does not wait.

2. Dog does not come directly to handler. 

3. Dog remains out of reach.

4. Handler gives more than one stay/wait command.

5. Dog does not come on first command.

6. Handler touches or physically guides the dog.

7. Dog leaves the ring.

Section 2 - Harness and Hitch

Dog is to demonstrate its willingness to be harnessed and hitched to draft rig.

Novice: Dog and handler position themselves close to the draft rig. The leash is removed.

Open, Driving Excellent & Driving Sulky: The dog and handler proceed to the harness and hitch location designated by the judges. The dog must wait while the handler leaves the ring and brings the draft rig or sulky into the ring and positions them close to the dog.

The handler harnesses and hitches the dog. The dog is to cooperate for the harnessing and hitching. All dogs may receive gentle physical guidance, but excessive physical guidance is to be penalized. Once hitched, the handler indicates readiness to proceed - in the Novice classes, this is indicated by putting the leash back on the dog. In the driving events, this is indicated by putting the reins on the dog.

If the draft rig is a sled, toboggan, or travois not designed for backing, the backing exercise (described below in Section 3 Obstacle Course, (a) Basic Commands) shall be performed prior to hitching, backing into position to be hitched. 

Judge's commands to the handler are: 

Are you ready? harness your dog, (back your dog), hitch your dog, exercise finished

Failing performance:

1. Dog is incorrectly harnessed or hitched

2. Rough handling of the dog

3. Dog leaves the location where he was told to stay while draft rig is brought into ring (Open).

4. Dog is uncooperative and/or resists harnessing.

5. Dog is uncooperative and/or resists hitching.

6. Dog refuses to back up on command within 45 seconds.

7. Dog substantially changes direction while backing. (more than 90 degrees)

8. Equipment breaks and cannot be repaired by the handler with in 10 minutes.

Section 3 - Obstacle Course

The purpose of these exercises is to demonstrate a dog’s ability to work. 

The Obstacle Course is designed to subject the dog(s) and handler to distractions and conditions found in everyday situations.

The handler may work in front, behind or beside the dog, or any combination of these, for Novice and Open. For Driving Excellent the handler works from behind the axle and no more than two (2) feet to the left or right of the rig. The key factor being judged is teamwork as well as completion of the prescribed exercises and the dog’s enthusiasm, ability willingness, and smoothness of performance.

These exercises may be performed in any order at the judges’ discretion. The obstacle course shall be followed as set forth in the Obstacle Course Diagram. At the beginning of these exercises the judge will ask "Are you ready?" and at the conclusion the judge will state "Exercise finished."

Obstacle Course exercises for Novice, Open and Driving Excellent exercises are performed with an empty draft rig except as specified. Driving Sulky Obstacle Courses exercises are performed with the driver onboard the draft rig.

a. Basic Commands-The basic commands for pace are: Slow, Normal, Halt and Back

Throughout the test “normal” pace and “halts” will occur multiple times. “Slow” and “back” shall each be required only once, but may be used elsewhere in the Draft Test at the handler’s discretion. These Basic Commands may occur in any order relative to the other Obstacle Course commands. The “slow” pace shall cover a distance of at least ten (10) feet. Novice dogs must back the draft rig a distance of at least one (1) foot. Open, Driving Excellent and Driving Sulky dogs must back a distance of at least four (4) feet. Dorsal hitch sulky drivers are permitted to use a cinch attachment.

Once the handler indicates that they are ready the judge places the measuring stick in position of the rear axle and gives the command ‘Back your dog.’ The measuring stick shall not be moved during the exercise. The direction of backing should be approximately straight. A total of one (1) minute shall be allowed for the backing exercise and multiple attempts may be made.

If the draft rig has a locking mechanism to assist in backing, the handler must notify the judges prior to the commencement of the Obstacle Course, and time will be allowed for locking and unlocking the rig. If the draft rig is a sled, toboggan, or travois not designed for backing, the backing exercise shall be performed prior to hitching.

Judge's commands to the handler, given in any order, are: 

Forward, slow, normal, halt, back your dog.

Failing performance:

1. Dog upsets draft rig.

2. Dog does not back up the required distance.

3. Dog substantially changes direction while backing. 

4. No slow.

5. No halt.

6. Handler touches or physically guides the dog

7. Tight leash or hard reining showing non-compliance by the dog.

8. Handler impedes the dog’s forward movement by moving in front of the dog.

9. Handler touches the dog or the draft rig with out the Judge’s permission.

10. Dog does not accompany handler or obey commands given by the handler.

11. Dog bumps handler who chooses to work in front of the dog.

b. Distractions- While the team is performing the Obstacle Course, there shall be two distractions, one visual and one audio, which shall occur approximately 10 feet from the dog. Upon hearing or seeing the distraction, the dog may stop and/or watch but is not allowed to chase after or cower from the distraction, nor divert the rig from the course it is following or to move the rig if the rig is at that moment stationary. The handler may speak to the dog with instructions concerning the distraction. If the dog stops to watch the distraction, the handler shall encourage the dog to proceed with the exercise. When the distraction has passed the handler is to instruct the dog to continue the exercise it may have stopped.

Distractions are to be arranged at the discretion of the Test Committee and should be distractions that might occur in everyday situations. Such distractions shall not place the handler or dog at risk of injury. No live animals are to be used as a distraction. Judges must approve the distractions prior to the start of judging. Possible appropriate distractions are:

Auditory Distraction– radio, horn, ringing bell, banging pans, squeaky toys.

Visual Distraction - a ball or toy being thrown, stuffed toy animal on rope that is then pulled in front of dog. 

Judges or stewards, under direction of the judges, may perform the distractions.

Failing performance:

1. Dog upsets draft rig.

2. Dog chases the distraction or is aggressive towards the distraction.

3. Dog is fearful or cowers at the distraction.

4. Dog changes direction of the rig in response to a distraction.

5. Dog moves a stationary draft rig in response to a distraction.

6. Dog barks out of control.

6. Dog will not resume the exercise it was performing after the distraction is gone.

8. Handler touches or physically guides the dog and/or draft rig.

9. Tight leash or hard reining showing non-compliance by the dog.

10. If the dog reacts as listed above to a naturally occurring distraction, even though the dog passes the official distractions, it shall be marked as a failing performance.

c. Loading and Unloading during the Obstacle Course Exercises- (Novice, Open, Driving Excellent)

The handler shall command his dog(s) to halt. The dog must stay in a sit, stand or down position. The individual dogs in brace may be left in different positions. After the dog has been told to stay a steward or judge approaches. The steward or judge verbally greets the handler, gives the handler the lightweight load (a blanket or quilt is recommended) and then leaves. The handler secures the load in or on the draft rig. After completion of the maneuvering course the team then pulls the load to another part of the ring where they again halt. The dog must again stay, as above. After the dog has been told to stay another steward or judge approaches. This time the steward or judge greets the handler and shakes hands with the handler. The steward or judge then requests permission to greet the dog. The judge or steward greets and pats the dog and then receives the load from the handler. If the load should shift during the maneuvering course the handler may stop to reposition and secure the load.

Loading and Unloading during Obstacle Course Exercises - (Driving Sulky)

The handler shall command his dog(s) to halt. The dog must stay in a stand, sit or down position. The individual dogs in brace may be left in different positions. After the dog has been told to stay a steward or judge approaches. The steward or judge verbally greets the handler/driver. The handler/driver, in his/her option, may dismount from the rig to greet the steward or judge. Once greetings are exchanged the driver re-mounts the rig, if having chosen to dismount, for the remainder of the maneuvering test. After completion of the maneuvering course the team drives to another part of the ring where they again halt. The dog must stay, as above. After the dog has been told to stay another steward or judge approaches. The driver dismounts, the steward or judge greets the driver and shakes hands with the driver. The judge or steward then requests permission to greet the dog. The steward or judge greets and pats the dog. The driver re-mounts the rig and proceeds to the end of the test.

Judge's commands to the handler are: 

Halt, load (mount) your draft rig, forward, halt, unload (dismount) your draft rig

Failing performance:

1. Dog upsets draft rig. 

2. Dog does not cooperate for loading/mounting.

3. Dog refuses to pull loaded draft rig.

4. Dog does not halt on command

5. Dog does not stay.

6. Load falls off of draft rig.

7. Dog does not stay when greeted and patted

8. Dog does not cooperate for unloading/dismounting.

9. Dog shows aggression or shyness when greeted and patted

10. Driver dismounts during maneuvering when not stipulated to do so.

11. Handler touches or physically guides the dog and/or draft rig.

12. Tight leash or hard reining showing non-compliance by the dog.

d. Turning and Circling

For the Obstacle Course Exercises, the team is required to perform:

a. 90 degree turns to the right and left.

b. Circular patterns to the right and left.

c. Removable obstacle - the dog waits while the handler opens a gate or removes an obstacle such as a tree branch or child's toy. The team then proceeds through the gate or past the obstacle. The handler may be required to close the gate or replace the obstacle. Drivers, at their option, may remount or call their dog through the gate, and then remount.

d. Pass through a narrow area that is 12 inches wider than the widest recorded dimension for this team without touching the objects defining the narrow area. The handler, dog and draft rig must all pass through the narrow area.

(c and d may not be combined)

Judges will direct handlers as necessary through the Obstacle Course Exercises. 

Judge's commands to the handler may include: 

Circle right, Circle left, Right turn, left turn, Right U turn, Left U turn, weave, halt, remove the obstacle, forward.

Failing Performance:

1. Dog upsets draft rig.

2. Dog does not wait while handler removes obstacle.

3. Handler touches or physically guides the dog and/or draft rig.

4. Tight leash or hard reining showing non-compliance by the dog.

5. Any contact by the dog, handler or draft rig with any obstacle or the objects defining the narrow area or any other part of the course.

6. Handler, dog, and draft rig do not pass through the narrow area.

8. All Obstacle Course Exercises not executed

Section 4 - Group Stay

The purpose of this exercise is for the dog(s) to demonstrate their ability to remain in a stay while hitched to their respective rigs. This is a group exercise with rigs loaded (if applicable) for the Freight Haul.

Novice and Brace Novice - The stay is off leash with the handler standing across the ring from the dog at a minimum distance of thirty (30) feet.

Open, Brace Open, Driving Excellent and Driving Sulky- The stay is off leash with the handler out of sight.

This exercise shall take place prior to the start of the Freight Haul. Dogs are hitched to their draft rigs, which have been loaded for the Freight Haul. They are to be gently placed in a stand, sit or down. Draft rig shafts may be adjusted for the dog’s comfort. Handlers using a dorsal-hitch sulky or cart and rear cinch may at the handler’s discretion disconnect the rear cinch for this exercise and re-connect upon completion. Handler's armbands, weighted with leashes, shall be placed behind the handler, beside the draft rig; reins may remain attached but dropped to the ground. The stay command and/or signal is given once and no other commands or signals may be given during this exercise. The stay is for three minutes. At the end of the three minutes the handlers shall return to the dog's side, but are not released until the exercise has been declared finished by the judges

Judge's commands to the handlers are: 

Position your dogs for the stay, leave your dogs, return to your dogs, exercise finished.

Failing performance:

1. Dog is incorrectly harnessed or hitched. 

2. Rough placement of dog.

3. Handler gives more than one stay command.

4. Dog moves out of place. 

5. Dog changes position e.g. from a down to a sit or stand.

6. Dog barks or whines repeatedly.

Section 5 - Distance Freight Haul

The purpose of this exercise is to demonstrate the dog’s ability to haul a load over a distance. The teams shall traverse an outdoor course with the dogs hauling loaded draft rigs or being driven by their handlers. This is a group exercise.

Novice - Each dog must pull twenty (20) pounds.

Brace Novice - Each brace must pull forty (40) pounds.

Open and Driving Excellent- Each dog must pull its own weight rounded down to the nearest multiple of ten as stipulated in Chapter 5, Section 2(b). A dog whose weight is an even multiple of ten will pull that weight exactly.

Brace Open and Brace Driving Excellent- Each brace must pull the sum of the weights the individual dogs must pull in Open Draft.

Driving Sulky and Brace Driving Sulky- Are only required to pull their drivers.

The handler loads the draft rig with the pre-determined weight load for the dog and is responsible for its proper loading and securing. Volunteers and/or Stewards may assist under the handler's direction. Judges must confirm the proper freight load from the Judges’ Worksheet. A 1/2 mile distance course shall be traversed over natural terrain. Ideally the course should include uphill and downhill slopes and changes of footing and terrain. The judges must accompany the teams, except as indicated for driving teams. The exercise may be stopped at anytime by the judges if, in their opinion, the load is too great for the dog. With the prior approval of a judge, the handler may physically guide the dog and/or draft rig in unusual trail conditions. This exercise is all about control by the handler over his/her dog. Handlers should be prepared to slow down, or stop and wait at the request of a judge or to remain part of a group. Faster teams may pass slower teams only after requesting and receiving a judge’s permission to do so, and the handler shall announce to the team being passed on which side the pass will occur. Any narrow areas on the Freight Haul course, such as between trees or through gates, must be as wide as, or wider than the widest measurement recorded during the Equipment Check plus twelve inches. Committees should be aware of this when laying out Freight Haul courses and judges should watch for this when inspecting the Freight Haul course prior to judging. Coming in contact with any object during the Freight Haul shall constitute a failing score.

Failing performance:

1. Dog upsets draft rig, or driver falls off rig.

2. Dog refuses to move the loaded draft rig.

3. Dog refuses to accompany handler.

4. The draft rig has been loaded in such a manner to cause it to become unsafely balanced when moving.

5. Freight load exceeds the dog's capacity to pull comfortably and safely.

6. Handler touches or physically guides the dog and/or draft rig without judge approval.

7. Tight leash or hard reining showing non-compliance by the dog.

8. Dog or draft rig collide with any other object or rig.

9. Dog is incorrectly harnessed or hitched.

10. Team does not complete the course.
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